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naturally directed to the reconstruction of the fortifications
of the city, where his name still appears^ with that of his son
and successor Constantine Copronymus, as the rebuilder of
the fallen bulwarks. But although there is no record of the
precise date at which the ruined church was repaired^ we
may safely assume that if the work was not commenced
while Leo III. sat upon the throne, it was undertaken soon
after the accession of Constantine Copronymus. S. Irene
was too important to be long neglected5 and was probably
rebuilt during the ascendancy of the iconoclasts.
The church reappears for a moment in 857 during the
dispute which raged around the persons of Ignatius and
Photius as to which of them was the lawful patriarch.
While the partisans of the latter met in the church of the
Holy Apostles to depose Ignatius3 the few bishops who
upheld the claims of Ignatius assembled in S. Irene to
condemn and depose Photius with equal vehemence.1
The church comes into view once more in connection
with the settlement of the quarrel caused in 907 by the
fourth marriage of Leo VI. the Wise. As the union was
uncanonical, the Patriarch Nicholas deposed the priest who
had celebrated the marriage ; he5 moreover, refused the
Communion to the emperor, and treated Zoe, the emperor's
fourth wife, as an outcast. For such conduct Nicholas lost
his office, and a more pliant ecclesiastic was appointed in his
place. The inevitable result followed. The religious world
was torn by a schism which disturbed Church and State for
fifteen years. At length Romanus I. summoned a council of
divines to compose the agitation^ and peace was restored in
92 ij by a decree which condemned a fourth marriage, but
allowed a third marriage under very strict limitations. So
important was this decision regarded that it was read annually,
in July5 from the pulpitj and on that occasion the emperor,
with the patriarch, attended service in S. Irene, and at its
close took part in a procession from S. Irene to S. Sophia,
on the way back to the Great Palace.2
1	Mansi, xv. 211 ; xvi. p. 18.    See Basile L par Albert Vogt, p. 206.
2	Const. Porphyr. De cer. p, 186 5 Cedren, ii. pp. 265, 275, 297.     Readers
of Russian are referred to D. Belaev, * The Church or S. Irene and the Earthquake

